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In October 2017, EFCL District G 
and Concordia University of 
Edmonton leaders met and agreed 
there needed to be a greater role 
for the surrounding communities to 
help define the future for the former 
Northlands property including the 
area within the Exhibition Lands 
Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP). 
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The group supports collaboration 
among District G communities and 
Concordia University. The aim is to 
actively and constructively encourage 
engagement of neighbourhood 
residents, businesses and institutions 
during planning and decision-making 
processes for the Exhibition Lands 
ARP.  
 
 

 

In this Update 

§ Upcoming Presentation to Urban 
Planning Committee 

§ Evaluation of Four Development 
Options  

 

 
Of the 230 acres within the planning area, 160 acres, Edmonton’s 
Exhibition Lands, present a unique city-building opportunity as a large 
infill redevelopment site in Edmonton. The site is centrally located close 
to downtown, the river valley and Borden Park; and accessible by LRT, 
transit and the road network. The site contains several existing buildings; 
has a legacy of agriculture, fairs and trade shows, and sports and 
entertainment; and, is surrounded by several mature residential 
communities. 
 
(Source: Report to Edmonton City Council, December 5, 2017) 

Exhibition Lands 
ARP Study 
Area 

Edmonton Exhibition 
Association Race Track circa 
1920 - 1930 

§ The End of the Beginning 
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The Exhibition Lands Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP) and Project 
process has been underway since 2017. The City of Edmonton, 
through the Exhibition Lands planning team, has held a number of 
engagement sessions and individual meetings to help frame the 
contents of the plan. They are using contractors to prepare 
background information, assessments and an historical overview of 
the Exhibition Lands space (not including the residential areas within 
the plan boundary). A contract planner has prepared 4 concepts that 
were presented at public open houses in the autumn of 2018. The 
preferred concept will be presented to the City of Edmonton’s Urban 
Planning Committee on Tuesday, January 29, 2019.  
In a November 2018 update from the Project Manager and Planning 
Team it was stated that:  

The Exhibition Lands project has now entered Phase 4: Concept 
Refinement. As such, we are preparing a draft, preferred concept 
based on what we’ve heard from Edmontonians and different City 
departments, as well as ongoing market analysis and technical 
input. Once drafted, the preferred concept will be shared with 
Urban Planning Committee, the public and other stakeholders in 
early 2019 to help us further refine the vision for the future of the 
Exhibition Lands. 

 
This will mark the end of the beginning for plan preparation. 

The End of the Beginning 
 

The ARP area is currently covered by three separate ARPs – the 
Northlands ARP (1983), the Parkdale ARP and the Cromdale - 
Virginia Park ARP. The Parkdale and Cromdale – Virginia Park ARPs 
were established as a result of the approval of the Stadium Station 
ARP and Transportation Oriented Development (TOD) plan in 
February 2018.  

Some of the other plans, studies and reports that exist include the 
Dawson Park – Kinnaird Ravine Master Plan, Norwood Boulevard 
Corridor Study, Infill Roadmap 2.0, recent City Council decisions on 
zoning for infill development as well as City of Edmonton’s New Public 
Engagement Practice and Implementation Roadmap. 

The need for a definitive Vision Statement as well as the policy and 
physical connections to the local plans, studies and reports will, we 
assume, be an important part of the ARP document that goes to 
Urban Planning Committee and eventually City Council for public 
hearing.  

 

Covered by 
Parkdale ARP 

Covered by Cromdale 
Virginia Park ARP 

Area Plans and Exhibition Lands ARP 
 

Edmonton Exhibition 
Midway 1919 
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At the end of the Ideas Generation Phase, a set of 4 
redevelopment scenarios were created that describe possible 
final end-states for the Exhibition Lands redevelopment. The 
scenarios were assessed using guiding principles a set of 
evaluation criteria. The consideration of the guiding principles 
and evaluation criteria will, ideally, enable a more objective 
and transparent evaluation process. That said, detailed 
discussion and assessment was conducted by “internal 
stakeholders” – City staff and consultants. Involvement of local 
residents who are knowledgeable of the community with 
experience living around the planning area would have added, 
we believe, more value to the scenario development and 
assessment.  

 
City of Edmonton Exhibition Lands Guiding Principles 
§ Invite transparent, meaningful, and ongoing engagement 
§ Foster compact urban development 
§ Support all transportation choices 
§ Ensure responsible return on public investment 
§ Support neighbourhood, city, and regional economic 

development 
§ Advance the sustainability and resilience of our environment 
§ Contribute to social, physical, and mental well-being for 

residents and all Edmontonians 
§ Incorporate viable and creative ideas for 

redevelopment to leverage the site’s scale, location, 
and assets 

City of Edmonton Additional Evaluation Criteria 
§ Degree of public investment 
§ Degree of public return on investment 
§ Percent of grade oriented condo / apartments 
§ Potential number of homes 
§ Potential number of additional residents 
§ Potential jobs created 
§ Length of time to complete development 
§ Amount of private development area 

 
Four scenarios were prepared for public review in the autumn of 

2018 (Source: What We Heard report. October 2018)  
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Evaluation of Redevelopment Scenarios 
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Thanks to Members of the 
District G Community 
Collaboration for your continuing 
interest and participation. 
 

 

Please contact either Brian 
or Jim for questions or 

follow-up 

Brian Finley, Board Member 
Bellevue Community League 

E. brian@caneba.com 

 

Jim Gendron, Parkdale 
Cromdale Community League 

Member 

E. jim_ltg@shaw.ca 

Upcoming Presentation to Urban Planning 
Committee 

The City Administration presentation to Urban Planning Committee 
(UPC) of City Council was originally scheduled to happen on 
Tuesday, January 29, 2019 in the River Valley Room at City Hall. 

Due to the need for further assessment of options the presentation 
to UPC has been delayed until March or April 2019. We have been 
promised  that the new date will be relayed as soon as it is know. 

We encourage all of the members of the District G Community 
Collaboration to address the UPC with their interests, needs or 
concerns when the date is established. 

There is more information on the Exhibition Lands ARP and Project 
at: https://www.edmonton.ca/projects_plans/edmonton-exhibition-
lands.aspx  

Sculpture in Borden Park – 
Summer 2018 


